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B.    Progress and Accomplishments    (Continued)

4. A small scale study has been started (a) to identify educational needs
of adults, (b) to obtain baseline data In response to the Secretary's
adult literacy initiative, and (3) to assess the service delivery
system of the program to meet specific target populations.

C.    Costs. Benefits, and Effectiveness

Program Scope: The distribution of the fiscal year 1982 monies for use
in fiscal year 1983 was as follows: (1) $864,000 received by Outlying
Areas; (2) each State, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico received
a minimum amount of $150,000; and (3) the remainder was distributed on
the basis of the number of persons 16 and over with less than a high
school education based on the 1970 Census. Thirty States had grants of
more than $1 million with the four largest being New York ($7,126,494),
California ($6,307,189), Pennsylvania ($4,813,015), and Texas ($4,710,912).
The smallest State amount was $226,766 granted to Alaska.

In fiscal year 1983 over 2 minion adults participated in the program at an
average Federal expenditure of approximately $42 per person. About 20
percent received instruction in English as a second language.

States reported major involvement in adult education and support services
by business and industry, churches, local educational agencies, and
voluntary/community organizations.

States continued efforts to improve the quality of instructional services
through special experimental demonstration projects and teacher training
projects. Projects trained personnel -- administrators, supervisors,
teachers, and paraprofessionals. Program areas of major investment for
special projects include learning for the disabled, high school diploma,
English as a second language, adult performance level/life skills, and
community linkages.

Type of Benefits Provided! The majority or Federal funds are expended on
various types of instructional activities through grants made by the
States to projects at the local level. All States are required to place
emphasis on adult basic education programs. Instruction in English as a
second language is also a priority of the legislation.

Program Effectiveness: Federal program staff have summarized State per-
formance reports.Tfiey state that:

o   The majority of the participants 1n the program are in grades 0-8 or ESL
o   Over 81 percent of the participants are between 16 and 44 years of age.

o   Almost 80 percent of the participants Indicated that they had achieved
their individual program goals.nt of Education, Washington, D.C.,
